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eat it freely when he gets the chance ; and though he will
show hospitality to a stranger of his own totem, to knock a
fellow totemite on the head is no more and no less of a
crime than to do the same to anybody else. Descent is
traced and property descends exclusively in the female line ;
a man's heirs are first his brothers, and next the sons of his
sisters ; his own children inherit nothing from him, since
they belong not to him, but to his wife's family. Con-
sistently with this rule a man at marriage takes up his abode
with his wife's family and works for her parents, his services
being accepted as payment for his wife, for he does not pay
a regular bride-price for her. The favourite marriage would
seem to be with a cousin, the daughter of the mother's
brother ; yet marriage with any other cousin (the daughter
of the mother's sister, or of the father's brother, or of the
father's sister) is forbidden and regarded as incest. This
sharp distinction between different kinds of cousins, favour-
ing marriage with some and absolutely prohibiting marriage
with others, is eminently characteristic of savage society and
probably goes back to a very early stage of social evolution.
In general the savage, contrary to what an untrained
European would expect, is far more scrupulous than his
civilized brother as to the prohibited degrees of kinship,
and often multiplies these obstacles to marriage to an extent
undreamed of among more advanced races.
A very peculiar feature of the Kaonde marriage system
is that girls are generally married and sometimes bear
children, before they have attained to puberty ; but children
born in these circumstances are thrown away, because it is
believed that, were such infants allowed to live, all the elders
in the village would die. Similarly, in accordance with a
very widespread African custom, all children that cut their
upper incisor teeth before the lower are drowned. The
reason which the Bakaonde assign for this barbarous custom
is that, if the child lived, every time it cut a milk tooth some-
body would die. Hence a mother who should refrain from
drowning such a child would be deemed constructively
guilty of murdering many people ; and to escape this fearful
imputation she hardens her heart and sacrifices her offspring.
As in many African tribes, a miscarriage at birth is thought